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A Vision of Green and Gold

Cherry blossom season came and went in the blink of an eye, and we

are now heading into the month of warm sun, and lots more flowers!
Nagano City's flower, the apple blossom, will bloom in May, and
towards the end of the month, my personal favourite flower, roses, will
start to bloom. Nakano City, near Nagano, will have a rose festival
from the 27th of May to the 18th of June, so if you love roses as much
as I do, be sure to check it out!

May is also the start of the "green season", a great time for outdoor
activities such as cycling or hiking! Nagano has many famous
mountains, so I'm excited to climb up them and see some new scenery!
In Japan, the beginning of May marks "Golden Week'", where national
holidays line up to create almost a week of holiday. It's the perfect

time to try a new activity in a new place!
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In the UK, May this year is a special one. The coronation of King

Charles IIT will be held on the 6th of May. The last coronation was
almost 70 years ago, in June 1953, so most people in the UK will have
never seen a coronation before. The coronation will take place in
Westminster Abbey, and the UK will get a special bank holiday on the
8th of May to mark the occasion. Although I won't be in the country,
it will be interesting to see how people celebrate this day.

I hope everyone gets the chance to get out in nature this month, and
enjoy the warm weather and sunshine!

Happy May!




A

H)—=>zz, — x>

N\

MOFEHPDO > L O HIZHET T, 262 vHAX LS (DM DL L I
(FHIC A>TV ET I RHFHOML, VIO IIHK S, 5HRIZHK
DRKIFEIRATOBKRIHBDETT, 5H2TH~6HISHORIZ., EF ol < (<
HLI2HFHETTAITIROPITONRETOT, RERLCIDDEAT VI ESL AR
TOfITo>TATCKI

5HI T7)—vy—Xv] ODBEFHTHLY, Y427 Vv T, Tn
L, TI9MFTRARE=DILV0oboKkMETT, EHFERIZRIEZCDODELLIN
MbYFEFToT, HFlhzlTHLLU-RAZEIODEZEELAIZL TV T, H
Az, SHEmICERAKEBEDO, Ta—- VT vy 4 —=21 ((W)»abdbd FE T,
TobtHLUVEmTHLUEREZET 20K ICED 5]

Mount Iizuna * 8R4 W

King Charles III with Queen
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coronation

A coronation ceremony is held every time the UK
gets a new King or Queen. Coronations are very C'HARL
cxpensive events, and use public funding. Many
pcople around the world, including Brits, have
been suffering through a cost of living crisis

recently, so many countries don't practice

traditional ceremonies like coronations any
more, but in the UK, King Charles Il will have his
coronation ceremony on May 6th, 2023. During
the ceremony, the King will sit in a 700 yecar old

throne, and a special crown is placed on his

head. The UK royal family has many crowns and

jewels, and the crown Charles will use is called
the St. Edward's crown. It has 444 precious
stones, and is made from solid gold.
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Events & Holidays

1/5 May Day

3/5 Constitution Memorial Day

4/5 Greenery Day
5/5 Children's Day

-Lion Dance (Shishimai) Festival
3/5~5/5 Hanakairo Flower Festival

6/5 The Coronation of King Charles

27/5~18/6 Nakano City Rose Festival
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ENGLISH POINT

A RAY OF SUNSHINE

Meaning;

I. Someone who is a bright and warm

person, just like the sun.
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e | met Ms. Yamada the other day.
she 1s such a ray of sunshinel!

e O WHTAICEWELLHA. &
THHSIWATITRA!

e | was feeling a bit down before | went

to school, but my teacher is a ray of
sunshine, so she cheered me right up!
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MAY DAY

May Day is a British festival celebrated since ancient times to welcome the
beginning of summer. Itis celebrated on the Ist of May every vear. Pcople
make flower crowns, choose a "May Queen" and dance around a Maypole.
Some places also have Morris dancing, where a group of 6-8 men wear white,
black, red and green colours, put bells on, and dance with a handkerchief.
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swrgezis WELL DRESSING
cll Dressing is a tradition practiced in rural parts of England. Wells are
decorated with flower petals to create beautiful patterns. Some places in the
UK have been well dressing since the 14th century! Some places even ha
vell dressing competitions to see who can create the most beautiful Wells.
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IT'S GONNA BE ME - NSYNG
This is a song from the year 2000, by the hugely
popular boy band, NSYNC. NSYNC was one of
the most famous boy bands ever, and one of its
members, Justin Timberlake, has become a very
successful solo artist. The song "It's Gonna Be
Me" was from their second album, and has
remained a popular song until the present day.
During the chorus, Timberlake's pronunciation of
"It's gonna be me" makes the "me" sound like the
word "May", which has since caused countless
jokes to be made about the song, and the number

of searches for the song to spike every April.
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